Selection cutting is a form of partial cut that has been adapted to uneven-aged forests 71 and is widely used in the temperate hardwood forests of North America (Costello et 72 al. 2000; Flaspohler et al. 2002; Gram et al. 2003; Doyon et al. 2005; Simons et al. 73 2006; Norris et al. 2009 ). By creating small, dispersed openings in the canopy, 74 selection cuts can approximate the regeneration dynamics that are driven by gaps, 75 which are naturally encountered in temperate hardwood forests (Nyland 2002; 76 Després et al. 2017) . Canopy openings that are generated by selection cuts promote 77 the growth of the herbaceous and shrub strata and, consequently, are also beneficial 78 for herbivores (Prévost et al. 2012) . As these cuts are intended to favour growth of 79 future stems, different species of varying diameters are harvested over a short- 80 rotation period of about 20 years. Harvesting of dead or diseased trees is a priority, 81 which affects some cavity-using species and reduces the abundance of dead wood 82 (Tozer et al. 2010 (Wolff 1980; Livatis et al. 1985; Ferron and Ouellet 1992; Ferron et al. 1996). 95 During this period, hares feed mainly on regeneration less than 3 m in height 96 (Rogowitz 1988, Ferron and Ouellet 1992) , and favour short, small diameter shoots 97 (3 mm) of high nutritional value (Rogowitz 1988 
Materials and Methods

117
Study area
118
The study was conducted in Abitibi-Témiscamingue, Québec, Canada (Figure 1 ) in 119 the balsam fir-yellow birch bioclimatic domain (Saucier et al. 2003 (Saucier et al. , 2011 area (± standard error) of selected stands was 10.3 ± 0.8 hectares. The mean area of 136 selection cuts (10.1 ± 1.3 ha) was similar to untreated hardwood (11.5 ± 1.8 ha) and 137 untreated mixedwood stands (9.2 ± 1.1 ha).
138
Sites were distant from one another by at least 500 m, but the average distance to estimate detection probability (Bois et al. 2012 ).
183
We conducted pellet inventories in all 1 m radius plots on a given site (Ferron et al. Figure 3 , Table 2 ). The density of hardwood stems that were available to hares was 258 greater in selection cuts compared to hardwood and mixedwood untreated stands 259 ( Figure 3 , Table 2 ). Lateral cover did not differ between selection cuts and hardwood 260 untreated stands (P = 0.56), but was greater in untreated mixedwood stands than in 261 other site types (P < 0.001). Lastly, vertical tree cover in the selection cuts was less 262 dense than in the untreated hardwood stands (P < 0.01), but similar to that of the 263 untreated mixedwood stands ( Figure 3 , Table 2 ).
264
Habitat use by snowshoe hares (Table 3 ). All models that included habitat structure variables attained a ∆AIC c > 80.
270
According to multi-model inference, selection cuts and untreated mixedwood stands 271 had higher abundances of snowshoe hare tracks than the untreated hardwood stands 272 (Table 4) . As expected, temperature had a negative effect on the probability of track 273 detection, while the number of nights since the last snowfall had a positive marginal 274 effect (i.e. using 90 % instead of 95 % confidence intervals; 
288
In those logged hardwood stands, the two top-ranked models for pellet counts 289 included the null model (Table 3) . Although the numbers of pellets that were 290 predicted by the candidate models increased over time since selection cut and would 291 seem to exceed that of unlogged hardwood stands 11 years after cutting ( Figure 5 ), 292 this temporal effect was only marginal according to multi-model inference (Table 4) .
293
In the case of hare tracks, the two top-ranked models were associated to the number 294 of years since logging, as well as to temperature and number of nights since last D r a f t snowfall on probability of detection (Table 3 ). The number of tracks increased over 296 time in logged hardwood stands (Table 4 , Figure 6 ). The number of tracks in logged 297 hardwood sites was greater than in untreated hardwood stands after 5 years, and 298 would be equivalent to that of untreated mixedwood stands 15 years after logging had 299 occurred ( Figure 6 ). As already shown using all sites, multi-model inference also 300 revealed a positive effect of the number of nights since last snowfall on track 301 detection, while the confidence intervals of a temperature effect included zero (Table   302 4). Brisson, J., Gautier, S., Gosselin, J., Grondin, P., Lavoie, C., Leduc, A., Morin, H., 
